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America and Race: 
A Bibliography for UK History Undergraduates  

Highlights Edition 

The America and Race bibliography project presents works that provide accessible historical insights into 
conceptions of race, the social construction of difference, and the freedom struggles that have attempted to 
dismantle white supremacy. The project adopts a broad chronological span from early America to the 
contemporary United States, and includes Atlantic, global, national, and regional approaches. The titles that 
appear below are recommendations for critical engagement, rather than endorsements.  

This bibliography provides a resource for undergraduates across the UK who are delving deeper into their study 
of the history of American racism, be it in self-directed further reading, independent revision or preliminary 
dissertation research. Module designers may also wish to use this list. The bibliography subcategories are 
organised chronologically, with more thematic categories at the end.  

The scholarly books and articles on this list are generally available in research libraries, including university 
libraries accessible to undergraduates, and the publicly accessible British Library, Institute of Historical Research, 
National Library of Scotland, and National Library of Wales. Northern Irish readers without university affiliation 
may be able to access the National Library of Ireland in Dublin. Check www.worldcat.org for the nearest copies. 
Whenever an open access resource exists, the link has been provided. 

This highlights edition is also available on Oxford LibGuides at https://ox.libguides.com/ushistory/america-
and-race-biblio. An extended edition with more than 1,000 titles can be found at 
https://www.rai.ox.ac.uk/america-and-race-bibliography.  

 

Highlights Edition Key 
 

 Primary source  

 Recent title from the scholarly literature 

 Classic title from the scholarly literature 

 Multimedia resource  
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1. Memoirs 
 
The history of race and racism in America has always been a lived experience, and studying it is as 
much about empathy as it is about knowledge. This bibliography begins with a selection of memoirs 
in the hope of keeping people at the centre of this story and allowing them to speak for themselves. 
Through autobiographical writing, people of colour have often found space to express themselves in 
a system that otherwise restricted this. The individual voices that come through in memoirs, diaries 
and autobiographies provide counternarratives to historical monographs, where a focus on the 
bigger picture often risks drowning out idiosyncrasies and a sense of the vitality and variation of 
human existence. The breadth of these texts reminds us that people’s lives were not solely     
defined by the regime that oppressed them. Nevertheless, the genre is governed by conventions, 
contains biases, and is not immune to outside pressures. As such, memoirs, like monographs, should 
be read critically.  
 

 Solis, Octavio. Retablos: Stories from a Life Lived along the Border, 2018. 
http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1147707064. 

 
 Baldwin, James. Notes of a Native Son. 1955. Reprint, London: Penguin Books, 2017. 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021153808. 
 

 Wells-Barnett, Ida B. Crusade for Justice: The Autobiography of Ida B. Wells. Second edition. 
1970. Reprint, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph022247635. 

 
 Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki. Farewell to Manzanar. 1973. Reprint, Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt, 2018. http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/967072359. 
 
 
 

2. How to Be an Anti-Racist Historian  
 
You can frame your historical studies in an anti-racist way by thinking critically about sources and 
categories. The following titles model how to read sources against the grain and recognise      
silences in the archive. This is essential work for the historian, especially in the study of race and 
racism. It is equally crucial to interrogate the concept of race itself throughout your work, 
questioning exactly what this means and how the concept has been deployed. Intersectional 
approaches help the historian recognise that race and racism intersect with other markers of 
identity and forms of oppression, such as those based on gender and class. The pieces highlighted 
below are useful inspiration for how to incorporate anti-racist methodologies and frameworks into 
your historical practice.  
 

 Crenshaw, Kimberlé, Luke Charles Harris, Daniel HoSang, and George Lipsitz, eds. Seeing 
Race Again: Countering Colorblindness across the Disciplines. Oakland, California: University 
of California Press, 2019. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021493511 
 

 hooks, bell. Killing Rage: Ending Racism. London: Penguin, 1996. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph012156497. 

http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1147707064
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021153808
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph022247635
http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/967072359
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021493511
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph012156497
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 Trouillot, Michel-Rolph. Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History. 1995. 

Reprint, Boston, Mass.: Beacon Press, 2015. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020516682. 

 
 WEBSITE: The Hutchins Center. ‘Anti-Racist Resources Suggested by the Hutchins Center’. 

https://hutchinscenter.fas.harvard.edu/resources. 
 
 
 

3. The History and Theory of Racial Ideologies 
 
‘Race is not an element of human biology (like breathing oxygen or reproducing sexually); nor is it 
even an idea (like the speed of light or the value of Pi) that can be plausibly imagined to live an 
eternal life of its own. Race is not an idea but an ideology. It came into existence at a discernible 
historical moment for rationally understandable historical reasons and is subject to change for 
similar reasons.’ So wrote Barbara Jeanne Fields in her pathbreaking 1990 article. The works in this 
section examine how an anti-Black racial ideology formed in early America, with particular attention 
to the revolutionary period, and why it persisted, and how it has changed over time. 

 
 Eze, Emmanuel Chukwudi. Race and the Enlightenment: A Reader. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell 

Publishers, 1997. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph012429088.     
(NB This reader contains key primary texts by Enlightenment thinkers including Immanuel 
Kant, David Hume and Thomas Jefferson.) 
 

 Kendi, Ibram X. Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in 
America. New York: Bold Type Books, 2017. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021939748.  

 
 Fields, Barbara Jeanne. ‘Slavery, Race and Ideology in the United States of America’. New 

Left Review, no. 181 (June 1990): 95–118. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/ELDlsidyva359016b. 
 

 PODCAST SERIES: ‘Seeing White’. Scene on Radio. https://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-
white/. 

 
 

 

4. Whiteness and the Origins of White Supremacy 
 
Beginning in the late nineteenth century, African American intellectuals wrote critiques of white 
supremacy and the unequal privileges enjoyed by those individuals who could claim possession of 
white identity. In the final decades of the twentieth century, there was a surge of interdisciplinary 
studies that analysed the social construction of ‘whiteness’ and the larger societal structures that 
were based upon white privilege. Among other topics, Critical White Theory scholars discussed the 
role of white identity in creating and preserving unequal social, political, and economic systems that 
were predicated on racial hierarchies.  
 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020516682
https://hutchinscenter.fas.harvard.edu/resources
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph012429088
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021939748
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/ELDlsidyva359016b
https://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/
https://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/
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 Du Bois, W. E. B. ‘The Soul of White Folks’. In Darkwater: Voices from within the Veil, by W. 
E. B. Du Bois. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1920. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/1lj314/TN_hathitrust_shvd_32044011439957.      
(NB This short piece exemplifies the roots of modern ‘whiteness studies’, established by 
African American scholars. It may be read alongside Du Bois’s more well-known work, The 
Souls of Black Folk.) 
 

 Lipsitz, George. The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People Profit from 
Identity Politics. Twentieth anniversary edition. 1998. Reprint, Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 2018. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph001091278. 

 
 Roediger, David R. The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the American Working 

Class. Haymarket Series. 1991. Reprint, London: Verso, 2007. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph016522202. 

 
 PODCAST EPISODE: BBC. ‘Whiteness’. Analysis. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0008wv1. 
 
 
 

5. Native Americans, Colonists, and Conceptions of Bodily Difference  
 
How did Europeans conceive of Native American bodies and articulate human difference in the first 
stages of colonialism in America? In this early period before ‘race’ came to take on its more modern 
connotations, white authors made observations about complexion, language, foodways, and 
‘customs’ such as clothing or social organization. The scholars cited here have sought to investigate 
cross-cultural historical encounters through the lens of the European imagination and the socio-
political construction of racism that developed in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, but also 
through Native perspectives, acknowledging that the history of settler colonialism continues to 
affect Indigenous communities today. 
 

 Williams, Roger. A Key into the Language of America. London, 1643. 
https://search.proquest.com/eebo/docview/2269045530/12202433/1?accountid=13042. 
(NB This language dictionary, compiled in the first half of the seventeenth-century by one of 
the founders of the Rhode Island colony, contains Algonquian words and phrases 
interspersed with verses about Indigenous lifeways and beliefs in a comparative, 
transatlantic context.) 
 

 Silverman, David J. Red Brethren: The Brothertown and Stockbridge Indians and the Problem 
of Race in Early America. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2010. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph019444710. 
 

 Axtell, James. After Columbus: Essays in the Ethnohistory of Colonial North America. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1988. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph010396949. 
 

 BLOG: Keene, Adrienne. Native Appropriations. http://nativeappropriations.com/. 
 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/1lj314/TN_hathitrust_shvd_32044011439957
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph001091278
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph016522202
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0008wv1
https://search.proquest.com/eebo/docview/2269045530/12202433/1?accountid=13042
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph019444710
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph010396949
http://nativeappropriations.com/
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6. Early Spanish America and Race  
 
In the early Spanish Americas, ideas about race were shaped at the intersection of many factors that 
determined a person’s identity and identification, including religion, social reputation, ethnicity, skin 
colour, and legal status, as well as Iberian concepts of blood purity and lineage. The history of 
encounters between diverse Indigenous peoples, Black Africans, Spaniards (Iberian-born peninsulars 
and American-born creoles), and mestizos (people of mixed ancestry) reveals how race could be 
interpreted, imposed, and negotiated. There is no single history of race in early Spanish America; 
rather, race is an important concept to think with to understand histories of identity formation, 
intolerance, and colonial violence, among many other topics.   
 

 Cook, Noble David. ‘“The Mysterious Catalina: Indian or Spaniard?”’ In The Human Tradition 
in Colonial Latin America, edited by Kenneth J. Andrien, 77–95. Plymouth: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2013. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph000950666. 
 

 Rappaport, Joanne. The Disappearing Mestizo: Configuring Difference in the Colonial New 
Kingdom of Granada. Durham: Duke University Press, 2014. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph019697340. 
 

 Martínez, María Elena. Genealogical Fictions: Limpieza de Sangre, Religion, and Gender in 
Colonial Mexico. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford General, 2008. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph017215127. 
 

 PODCAST EPISODE: ‘Ben Vinson: Mestizaje and the Frontiers of Race and Caste in Colonial 
Mexico’. Kingdom, Empire, and Plus Ultra: Conversations on the History of Portugal and 
Spain, 1415–1898. http://historyhub.ie/ben-vinson-mestizaje-race-caste-colonial-mexico. 

 
 
 

7. Early French America and Race 
 
The French presence in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century North America encompassed 
Newfoundland, the St Lawrence Valley, the Mississippi corridor, Louisiana and the Caribbean. In 
most of these regions, settlers found themselves greatly outnumbered by indigenous polities around 
them (especially by comparison to English settlers on the Atlantic seaboard) and thus actively 
fostered social, diplomatic and commercial relationships with Native peoples. Over time, however, 
the French became increasingly engaged in the enslavement of Native Americans, Africans and 
African-descended people in these territories. Concepts such as métissage, creolization and cultural 
hybridity that scholars have used to understand racial identity formation in early French North 
America must, therefore, be set alongside white supremacy as an emerging ideology of colonial 
settlement. Students will benefit from thinking comparatively across the wide and diverse geography 
of early French America to consider the roles of gender, slavery and Native power in shaping new 
ideas of racial difference. 
 

 ‘Torture and Truth: Angélique and the Burning of Montreal’. 
https://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/angelique/accueil/indexen.html. 
 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph000950666
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph019697340
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph017215127
http://historyhub.ie/ben-vinson-mestizaje-race-caste-colonial-mexico
https://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/angelique/accueil/indexen.html
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 Johnson, Jessica Marie. Wicked Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy, and Freedom in the Atlantic 
World. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021939977. 
 

 Greer, Allan. Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2005. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-
explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph015789236&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP
_ALL&isFrbr=true&tab=local&lang=en_US. 
 

 FILM: Beresford, Bruce. Black Robe, 1991. (For critical appraisals and pedagogical 
suggestions, refer to: BLOG POST: Eurich, Amanda, Cecilia Danysk, and Laurie Hochstetler. 
‘Revisiting an Old Classic: Black Robe Three Ways’. Fiction and Film for Scholars of France, 21 
November 2013. https://h-france.net/fffh/classics/revisiting-an-old-classic-black-robe-three-
ways/.) 

 
 
 

8. Slavery and Race, with a focus on British America and the United States, pre-1860  
 
This section, which has been subject to extensive historiographical debate among historians, 
explores the regime of slavery from its 1619 origins in British North America, through the creation of 
the United States, the antebellum (or pre-war) era of enslavement and the outbreak of the American 
Civil War (1861–1865). The construction and consolidation of racial difference as a marker of 
enslavement during this period provided the foundations for systems of racial subjugation 
thereafter. The works in this category span a range of thematic issues, including the lives of enslaved 
people and how they resisted the regime, the role played by gender in shaping experiences of 
enslavement, and the role of slavery in the social, political and economic development        
of the United States.  
 

 Library of Congress. ‘Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers’ Project, 
1936 to 1938’. Digital Collection. https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-
federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/about-this-collection/. 
 

 Jones-Rogers, Stephanie E. They Were Her Property: White Women as Slave Owners in the 
American South. 2019. Reprint, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2020. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021871595. 
 

 Berlin, Ira. Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America. 
Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1998. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph013356353. 
 

 ONLINE PROJECT: ‘The 1619 Project’. The New York Times, 14 August 2019. 
https://nyti.ms/37JLWkZ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021939977
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph015789236&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&isFrbr=true&tab=local&lang=en_US
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph015789236&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&isFrbr=true&tab=local&lang=en_US
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph015789236&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&isFrbr=true&tab=local&lang=en_US
https://h-france.net/fffh/classics/revisiting-an-old-classic-black-robe-three-ways/
https://h-france.net/fffh/classics/revisiting-an-old-classic-black-robe-three-ways/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/about-this-collection/
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021871595
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph013356353
https://nyti.ms/37JLWkZ
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9. Resistance, Revolt, and Revolution Against Slavery 
 
People of African descent resisted enslavement from the very beginning of the process to slave 
emancipation. Historian Hilary Beckles, for example, has argued that slave resistance in the British 
Caribbean should be considered as a two-hundred-year war between enslaved persons and 
slaveowners. Resistance could range from day to day acts of defiance to larger collective action 
including marronage, revolts and revolution. Most recently, historians have begun to properly 
situate the Haitian Revolution in the wider context of the Age of Revolutions. Others have also 
begun to pay more attention to other major slave revolts and their significant impact on the wider 
interconnected Atlantic World slave system. Vincent Brown’s recent book, Tacky’s Revolt: The Story 
of an Atlantic Slave War, for example, conceives the 1760 Tacky’s Revolt as a slave war that 
fundamentally reshaped ideas of race and belonging in the British Empire. To what extent has the 
study of slave resistance helped to shed light on how enslaved persons understood the system of 
racial slavery? 
 

 Brown, Vincent. ‘Slave Revolt in Jamaica, 1760–1761: A Cartographic Narrative’. 
http://revolt.axismaps.com/.            
(NB This animated thematic map narrates the spatial history of the greatest slave 
insurrection in the eighteenth-century British empire.) 
 

 Brown, Vincent. Tacky’s Revolt: The Story of an Atlantic Slave War. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2020. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-
explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph021860970&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP
_ALL&tab=local&lang=en_US. 
 

 Gordon-Reed, Annette. The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family. New York: 
Norton, 2008. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016819233.    
(NB This book covers non-violent forms of resistance that were enacted on a daily basis.) 
 

 WEBSITE: ‘Slavery Images: A Visual Record of the African Slave Trade and Slave Life in the 
Early African Diaspora’. http://www.slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/page/welcome. 

 
 
 

10. Abolitionism, Emancipation, and Reconstruction 
 
In the context of long abolitionist movements around the Atlantic world, the American Civil War 
became a war to end slavery, but failed to finally answer the question of how millions of free Black 
people would fit into the post-emancipation United States. The study of these subjects considers 
whether a nation stuck inside a racist ideology could sustain a form of modern citizenship based on 
equal rights. 
 

 Jacobs, Harriet A. Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. Edited by R. J. Ellis. 1861. Reprint, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020537037. 
 

http://revolt.axismaps.com/
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph021860970&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&tab=local&lang=en_US
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph021860970&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&tab=local&lang=en_US
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph021860970&context=L&vid=SOLO&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&tab=local&lang=en_US
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016819233
http://www.slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/page/welcome
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020537037


 
 

 9 

 Emberton, Carole. Beyond Redemption: Race, Violence, and the American South after the 
Civil War. Paperback edition. 2013. Reprint, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2015. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020344545. 
 

 Blight, David W. Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2001. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015104742. 
 

 ONLINE EXHIBITION: Lowcountry Digital History Initiative. ‘After Slavery: Race, Labor, and 
Politics in the Post-Emancipation Carolinas’. 
https://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/after_slavery. 

 
 
 

11. Indian Removal, Genocide, and Survival 
 
Following the American Revolution, US settlers and policymakers expanded into Indigenous 
homelands throughout the continent. In doing so, they undertook systematic campaigns of 
dispossession and destruction, which historians such as Jeffrey Ostler have deemed genocidal. These 
ranged from federal policies of mass removal and large-scale acts of violence to ‘civilization’ 
schemes and processes of legal and social erasure through reclassification as ‘vanished’ Indians       
or ‘free people of colour’. Yet, as this body of work shows, from East to West Indigenous people 
found ways to resist American empire and sustain sovereign Native Nations that endure to the 
present day. How did Indigenous Americans experience and resist US settler colonialism in the long 
nineteenth century? 
 

 ‘Indigenous Digital Archive: Treaties Explorer’. https://digitreaties.org/.      
(NB This new collection of Digitized Treaties, via the Indigenous Digital Archive, is an 
enormously useful resource for understanding treaties of this period signed between Native 
Nations and the US.) 
 

 Lowery, Malinda Maynor. ‘On the Antebellum Fringe: Lumbee Indians, Slavery, and 
Removal’. Native South 10 (2017): 40–59. 
 

 Ostler, Jeffrey. Surviving Genocide: Native Nations and the United States from the American 

Revolution to Bleeding Kansas. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2019. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021655371. 

 
 PODCAST SERIES: Nagle, Rebecca. ‘This Land’. https://crooked.com/podcast-series/this-

land/.               
(NB This podcast demonstrates the long legacies of Indian removal and the contested 
histories of Indian Territory, drawing out the implications of these histories for the present 
and the endurance of Indigenous sovereignties and jurisdictions in modern-day Oklahoma.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020344545
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015104742
https://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/after_slavery
https://digitreaties.org/
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021655371
https://crooked.com/podcast-series/this-land/
https://crooked.com/podcast-series/this-land/
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12. Anti-colonialism, American Imperialism, and Race 
 
What role did racial ideologies play in the construction of the United States empire project? 
Historians have explored this question in a number of ways. They have examined the processes of 
racializing colonial subjects undertaken by military officials, civilian governors, missionaries, and 
anthropologists used to justify colonial state-making. Recent works have probed the complex 
intersections of imperial race-making with other exceptionalising ideologies such as gender, religion, 
nationalism, and sexuality – and how they were utilised by US anti-imperialists to oppose the 
acquisition of new territories and incorporation of non-white peoples. Historians have also shown 
how empire-building was itself transformed by ideas about race in the United States, for instance in 
Chinese Exclusion and immigration restriction, Jim Crow and race science, Progressivism and public 
health, labour relations, environmentalism, and ‘the Indian question’. Imperial racial ideologies were 
adapted to patterns of anticolonial resistance, while Black anti-colonialism decisively shaped US 
foreign relations from the inter-war period through the Cold War. How has empire shaped not only 
US international affairs, but also approaches to disaster and debt relief in US overseas territories and 
immigration policy? What are the ongoing legacies of empire in domestic culture and race-making? 
 

 ‘The United States and Its Territories, 1870–1925: The Age of Imperialism’. 
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/p/philamer/. 
 

 Baldoz, Rick. ‘The Racial Vectors of Empire: Classification and Competing Master Narratives 
in the Colonial Philippines’. Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race 5, no. 1 (2008): 
69–94. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1742058X08080089. 
 

 Love, Eric Tyrone Lowery. Race over Empire: Racism and U.S. Imperialism, 1865–1900. 
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015803532. 
 

 PODCAST EPISODE: National Public Radio (NPR). ‘The Story of American Imperialism’. Fresh 
Air. https://www.npr.org/2019/02/14/694728435/the-story-of-american-imperialism. 

 
 
 

13. The United Kingdom, the United States, and Race 
 
Racism in the United States and United Kingdom have always been connected. Before the American 
Revolution, the British government and British subjects instituted slavery in their North American 
colonies (see category 8), and since then both racist ideas and anti-racist activists have travelled 
back and forth across the Atlantic, from Frederick Douglass to Ida B. Wells, Martin Luther King to 
Black Lives Matter. While the history of race in Britain is a different story to the history of race in the 
United States, these transatlantic connections are crucial for understanding race in both contexts.   
 

 ‘Frederick Douglass in Britain and Ireland’. http://frederickdouglassinbritain.com/. 
 

 Angelo, Anne-Marie. ‘The Black Panthers in London, 1967–1972: A Diasporic Struggle 

Navigates the Black Atlantic’. Radical History Review 2009, no. 103 (January 2009): 17–35. 
https://doi.org/10.1215/01636545-2008-030. 
 

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/p/philamer/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1742058X08080089
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015803532
https://www.npr.org/2019/02/14/694728435/the-story-of-american-imperialism
http://frederickdouglassinbritain.com/
https://doi.org/10.1215/01636545-2008-030
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 Hall, Stuart. The Fateful Triangle: Race, Ethnicity, Nation. Cambridge, Massachusetts: 
Harvard University Press, 2017. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020979918.                                 
(NB This text is drawn together from lectures Hall delivered at Harvard University in 1994.) 
 

 SHORT ARTICLE: Ward, Brian, and Megan Hunt. ‘Study Shows UK School Textbooks Teach a 
Highly Simplified Version of US Civil Rights Movement’. The Conversation. 
http://theconversation.com/study-shows-uk-school-textbooks-teach-a-highly-simplified-
version-of-us-civil-rights-movement-144319. 

 
 
 

14.The Jim Crow System 
 
Across the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, a system called Jim Crow developed in the 
United States. It built on existing practice, drew on new ideas, and imposed a white supremacist 
order buttressed by state and local law, as well as by mob violence. The infamous system 
encompassed segregation and race-based disenfranchisement, and the period also saw an attendant 
rise in lynchings and the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan. The term ‘Jim Crow’ refers specifically to the 
system that evolved in the Southern states, but white supremacy was a feature of life across 
America, and Black people were not the only racialised group that both suffered and resisted 
oppression and violence during this era. Please see the extended bibliography for works which 
address the experiences of Mexican Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans and other 
groups during this period. 
 

 Cooper, Anna Julia. A Voice from the South. 1892. Reprint, New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1988. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph010374655.    
(NB Anna Julia Cooper was a Black woman who, in the 1890s, experienced exclusion from 
both the white women’s reformist movement, due to her being Black, and the Black equality 
movement, due to her being a woman. In this memoir, she highlights how Jim Crow racism 
negatively affected Black women in particular – preceding the late twentieth century concept 
of ‘intersectionality’ by about a century.) 
 

 Gates, Henry Louis. Stony the Road: Reconstruction, White Supremacy, and the Rise of Jim 
Crow. New York: Penguin Press, 2019. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021530146. 
 

 Hunter, Tera W. To ’joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women’s Lives and Labors after the 
Civil War. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1997. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph012264596.       
(NB Hunter is important as one of the first generation of historians to write about Jim Crow 
as a site of resistance; her focus on Black working-class women was particularly original.) 
 

 WEBSITE: ‘The National Memorial for Peace and Justice’. 
https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/memorial. 

 
 
 
 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020979918
http://theconversation.com/study-shows-uk-school-textbooks-teach-a-highly-simplified-version-of-us-civil-rights-movement-144319
http://theconversation.com/study-shows-uk-school-textbooks-teach-a-highly-simplified-version-of-us-civil-rights-movement-144319
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph010374655
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021530146
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph012264596
https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/memorial
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15. Fighting White Supremacy: The Civil Rights Movement and Beyond 
 
The fight against white supremacy in the United States has a long history, from resistance to slavery 
to the present day. Historical literature has, however, focused overwhelmingly on the 1960s, often 
putting forward a declensionist narrative that sees a peaceful, effective ‘Civil Rights Movement’ 
followed by a violent, ineffective Black Power movement. In fact, the Black freedom struggle was 
long and varied, and ultimately a combination of pressures forced the US federal government to 
outlaw segregation and disenfranchisement in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, though this was by no 
means the end of the fight. Moreover, Black protests against racism were accompanied by, and 
allied with, protests by many other groups against many different forms of oppression, both within 
and beyond the United States.  
 

 X, Malcolm. “Ballot or the Bullet” Speech, 3 April 1964. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/acref/9780195301731.013.33536. 
 

 Orozco, Cynthia. No Mexicans, Women, or Dogs Allowed: The Rise of the Mexican American 
Civil Rights Movement. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2009. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph017104856. 

 
 Tuck, Stephen G. N. We Ain’t What We Ought to Be: The Black Freedom Struggle from 

Emancipation to Obama. First Belknap Press of Harvard University Press paperback edition. 
2008. Reprint, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2011. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021481380. 

 
 VIDEO: Interview with Jo Ann Robinson. Eyes on the Prize, 1979. 

http://repository.wustl.edu/concern/videos/37720f54k.        
(NB In this interview Jo Ann Robinson discusses her role in the Montgomery Bus Boycott.) 

 
 
 

16. Black Power, Pan-Africanism, and Black Radicalism 
 
The Black Freedom Struggle in the United States, from the outset, had a universal vision and 
international connections. Seeking global solidarities was a key aspect of Black nationalism, and 
embryonic Black Power ideology was shaped by Pan-Africanist thinking, for example through the 
work of Marcus Garvey. Black thinkers and activists conceptualised Black protest in an expansive 
way, not limiting themselves to seeking reform within the American political system, but harbouring 
much more radical dreams of freedom, as Robin Kelley’s book shows. Though dismissed and derided 
by opponents, radical protest was a central feature of Black activism, and often proved to be ahead 
of its time. For example, the longstanding call for reparations has gained increasing support within 
and beyond the United States in recent years.  
 

 Blain, Keisha N. Set the World on Fire: Black Nationalist Women and the Global Struggle for 
Freedom. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2018. 
https://doi.org/10.9783/9780812294774. 
 

 Kelley, Robin D. G. Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination. Boston: Beacon Press, 
2002. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016967602. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1093/acref/9780195301731.013.33536
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph017104856
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021481380
http://repository.wustl.edu/concern/videos/37720f54k
https://doi.org/10.9783/9780812294774
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016967602
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 Joseph, Peniel E. ‘Black Liberation Without Apology: Reconceptualizing the Black Power 
Movement’. The Black Scholar 31, no. 3–4 (September 2001): 2–19. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00064246.2001.11431152. 

 
 PODCAST INTERVIEW: Smith, Christen. ‘Conversation with Dr. Ashley Farmer’. Cite Black 

Women. https://soundcloud.com/user-211649525/s1e7-conversation-with-dr-ashley.     
(NB This interview also addresses Farmer’s intellectual history work; see also category 20.) 

 
 
 

17. Conservative Backlash and the New Right  
 
Recent scholarship has begun to look more closely at the history of conservative backlash that runs 
parallel to that of civil rights progress. A new wave of historians, led by George Lewis and Kevin 
Kruse, have begun to take seriously the history of those white Americans who supported, defended 
or refused to challenge racial hierarchies. What such scholarship has revealed is that racism was 
deeply intertwined with a host of political, economic and social issues – therein lay its power. In the 
mid-twentieth century, Americans who sought to turn back civil rights gains and return to some 
supposed status quo organised a reactionary movement termed ‘massive resistance’. Nonetheless, 
as the primary source below shows, Black activists continued to demand more of white people, 
calling out the hypocrisy of white moderates and liberals who professed to be against racial 
discrimination but shied away from supporting anti-racist action. 
 

 King, Martin Luther. ‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’, 16 April 1963. 
https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html. 

 
 Lewis, George. Massive Resistance: The White Response to the Civil Rights Movement. 

London: Hodder Arnold, 2006. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016238751. 

 
 Kruse, Kevin M. White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism. 2005. 

Reprint, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2013. 
https://www.degruyter.com/princetonup/view/title/563126. 

 
 Carter, Dan T. The Politics of Rage: George Wallace, the Origins of the New Conservatism, 

and the Transformation of American Politics. 2nd ed. 1995. Reprint, Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press, 2000. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph016705282. 

 
 
 
18. Modern Capitalism, Urbanisation, Incarceration, and Race 
 
The United States prison population has increased more than 500% in the last four decades. More 
than two million people are currently incarcerated in America, and many more are still living under 
the carceral apparatus through probation and parole. Scholars of carceral history are studying what 
contributed to this massive shift and its effects, and specifically uncovering the anti-Black racism that 
shaped each part of the criminal-legal system from policing to sentencing to prison. Highlights for 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00064246.2001.11431152
https://soundcloud.com/user-211649525/s1e7-conversation-with-dr-ashley
https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016238751
https://www.degruyter.com/princetonup/view/title/563126
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph016705282
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this subcategory focus on incarceration; please see the extended bibliography for works on 
capitalism and urbanisation, many of which are in conversation with the carceral studies literature. 
 

 Washington Prison History Project. ‘Washington Prison History Archive’, 3 August 2017. 
https://waprisonhistory.org/archive/. 
 

 Haley, Sarah. No Mercy Here: Gender, Punishment, and the Making of Jim Crow Modernity. 
Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2016. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020560983. 

 
 Muhammad, Khalil Gibran. The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime, and the Making of 

Modern Urban America. 2011. Reprint, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2019. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021939167. 

 
 BLOG: Black Perspectives. ‘Online Roundtable on Simon Balto’s Occupied Territory: Policing 

Black Chicago from Red Summer to Black Power’. 
https://www.aaihs.org/tag/occupiedterritory/. 

 
 
 

19. Race, the Arts, and Popular Culture 
 
People of colour in America have, for centuries, turned to art, music, film and fashion as a means of 
self-expression within a system that attempted to limit who and what they should be. The cultural 
output of communities of colour has, at times, directly addressed the white gaze, entering into a 
dialogue and becoming an act of rebellion. At other times, it has attempted to exist in isolation from 
white America, becoming a refuge for many. Studying the arts and popular culture produced by 
communities of colour reveals a story of joy, creativity and resistance, that provides a necessary and 
welcome counternarrative to the one of oppression, racialisation and trauma upon which our focus 
so often falls. The readings below showcase and discuss the cultural output of non-white 
communities, whilst Kitwana’s work takes the example of hip-hop to address broader questions of 
cultural appreciation and cultural appropriation. 
 

 FILM: Dash, Julie. Daughters of the Dust, 1991. 
 

 Kitwana, Bakari. Why White Kids Love Hip-Hop: Wankstas, Wiggers, Wannabes, and the New 
Reality of Race in America. New York: Basic Civitas Books, 2005. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016079537. 
 

 Habell-Pallán, Michelle, and Mary Romero, eds. Latino/a Popular Culture. New York: New 
York University Press, 2002. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph000507819. 

 
 ONLINE ARCHIVE: Harvard University. ‘The Hiphop Archive and Research Institute’. 

http://hiphoparchive.org/. 
 
 
 
 

https://waprisonhistory.org/archive/
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020560983
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021939167
https://www.aaihs.org/tag/occupiedterritory/
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph016079537
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph000507819
http://hiphoparchive.org/
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20. Black Intellectual History  
 
Black people in the Americas, from the era of the Atlantic Slave Trade to the present, have theorized 
about the causes and conditions of racial oppression, the pathways to freedom and equality, the 
question of collective identity, and many other topics. The history of Black intellectual life both 
recovers the thinking of people often deemed unthinking and reveals how Black cultural formations 
and political movements have recast foundational ideas of nation, race, gender, class, religion, 
culture and history itself. The varied avenues which Black people in the Americas have travelled in 
forming and expressing their ideas calls into question traditional understandings of the sources of 
thought and of the social category of the intellectual. 
 

 ONLINE DATABASE: Alexander Street. ‘Black Thought and Culture’. 
https://alexanderstreet.com/products/black-thought-and-culture. 
 

 Bay, Mia, Farah Jasmine Griffin, Martha S. Jones, and Barbara D. Savage, eds. Toward an 
Intellectual History of Black Women. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2015. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020597223. 

 
 Singh, Nikhil Pal. Black Is a Country: Race and the Unfinished Struggle for Democracy. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2004. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015841495. 

 
 BLOG POST: Turner, Sasha. ‘1619?’ Black Perspectives, 14 January 2020. 

https://www.aaihs.org/1619-2/.  
 
 
 

21. Race and the History of Science and Medicine 
 
These readings raise important questions about how medical and scientific knowledge has 
historically served to demarcate racial boundaries. They also raise questions about how Black and 
white healers have historically claimed medical authority, and to what extent people of African 
descent have been able to resist the imposition of medical knowledge that embedded ideas about 
racial inferiority. 
 

 Kemble, Fanny, and Catherine Clinton. Fanny Kemble’s Journals. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press, 2000. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/1lj314/TN_aclsheb04947.0001.001.     
(NB Look particularly at Kemble’s entry on the infirmary, pp. 102–106.) 
 

 Cooper Owens, Deirdre Benia. Medical Bondage: Race, Gender, and the Origins of American 
Gynecology. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2017. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021046480. 
 

 Fett, Sharla M. Working Cures: Healing, Health, and Power on Southern Slave Plantations. 
Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 2002. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015561795. 
 

https://alexanderstreet.com/products/black-thought-and-culture
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020597223
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015841495
https://www.aaihs.org/1619-2/
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/1lj314/TN_aclsheb04947.0001.001
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021046480
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph015561795
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 ARTICLE: Holland, Brynn. ‘The “Father of Modern Gynecology” Performed Shocking 
Experiments on Slaves’. History. https://www.history.com/news/the-father-of-modern-
gynecology-performed-shocking-experiments-on-slaves.        
(NB This article discusses the history of Marion Sims and the debates surrounding the 
removal of his statue from Central Park in New York City; this pairs nicely with reading 
Cooper Owens.) 

 

 
 
22. The Law and Race 
 
The structures and practice of law have played important roles in defining race, particularly at the 
intersections of slavery, freedom and citizenship. Legal history is now a leading method for 
understanding historical processes of racializing people. It also explores how poor, displaced, and 
disenfranchised people navigated the sharp imbalances of power in legal systems and sometimes 
managed to achieve their ends, whether that be formal freedom from slavery, or the access to equal 
schools. The historians featured here consider law, whether reactionary or progressive, to be 
inseparable from the society in which it is practiced. 
 

 Peabody, Sue, and Keila Grinberg. Slavery, Freedom, and the Law in the Atlantic World: A 
Brief History with Documents. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007. 
http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/471009105. 
 

 Lew-Williams, Beth. The Chinese Must Go: Violence, Exclusion, and the Making of the Alien in 
America. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2018. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021361933. 

 
 Jones, Martha S. Birthright Citizens: A History of Race and Rights in Antebellum America. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021305125. 

 
 PODCAST INTERVIEW: Fuente, Alejandro de la, and Ariela J. Gross. ‘Becoming Free, 

Becoming Black: Race, Freedom, and Law in Cuba, Virginia, and Louisiana’. New Books 
Network. https://newbooksnetwork.com/a-de-la-fuente-and-a-j-gross-becoming-free-
becoming-black-race-freedom-and-law-in-cuba-virginia-and-louisiana-cambridge-up-2020. 

 
 
 

23. Immigration and Race 
 
Inspired by an ethos of democratic inclusion, the founding historiography of American immigration 
established a normative theory based on a model of assimilation, emphasising the breakdown of 
immigrant cultures and their assimilation into the dominant Anglo-culture. New analytical 
frameworks from labour and transnational history have shown that immigrant communities exerted 
an ongoing influence in the receiving and sending societies. This literature emphasises the 
porousness of international borders and the legal, cultural and political ‘gatekeeping’ strategies this 
produced – be it deportation, exclusion or border policing. Many of these works take a comparative, 
diasporic approach to the production of racial differences, national belonging, and citizenship. 
Scholars in this field have also grappled with the utility of ‘ethnicity’ as a concept for understanding 

https://www.history.com/news/the-father-of-modern-gynecology-performed-shocking-experiments-on-slaves
https://www.history.com/news/the-father-of-modern-gynecology-performed-shocking-experiments-on-slaves
http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/471009105
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph021361933
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021305125
https://newbooksnetwork.com/a-de-la-fuente-and-a-j-gross-becoming-free-becoming-black-race-freedom-and-law-in-cuba-virginia-and-louisiana-cambridge-up-2020
https://newbooksnetwork.com/a-de-la-fuente-and-a-j-gross-becoming-free-becoming-black-race-freedom-and-law-in-cuba-virginia-and-louisiana-cambridge-up-2020
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identity formation among immigrant groups, especially its tendency to elide questions of race and 
racism in the history of immigration. 
 

 ‘Ellis Island Oral History Library’. https://heritage.statueofliberty.org/oral-history-library. 
 

 Kramer, Paul A. ‘The Geopolitics of Mobility: Immigration Policy and American Global Power 
in the Long Twentieth Century’. The American Historical Review 123, no. 2 (April 2018): 393–
438. https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/123.2.393. 
 

 Gabaccia, Donna R. Foreign Relations: American Immigration in Global Perspective. 2012. 
Reprint, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2015. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020202177. 
 

 INTERACTIVE MAP: New York Times. ‘Remade in America: Immigration Explorer’. 
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-
immigration-explorer.html. 

 
 
 

24. Religion and Race 
 
Confessional identity shaped how European colonisers of North America understood human 
difference, from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. Catholic and Protestant competition and 
evangelism was a major driver of their colonial projects. The process of defining who belonged to a 
confessional group and which protections must be extended to members contributed to the 
construction of racial difference. At the same time, a wide range of religions have been central to 
both personal and organised anti-racist resistance, from Indian removal and Atlantic slavery to the 
present day. As the speech by Martin Luther King, Jr illustrates, anti-racist activists have also insisted 
that America live up to its Christian creed in terms of treating all Americans as equals. 
 

 Cone, James H. Black Theology and Black Power. 1969. Reprint, Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1997. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph019271008. 
 

 Goetz, Rebecca Anne. The Baptism of Early Virginia: How Christianity Created Race. 2012. 
Reprint, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2016. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020515333. 
 

 Deloria, Vine. God Is Red: A Native View of Religion. 3rd ed. 1973. Reprint, Golden: Fulcrum 
Pub, 2003. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph000516627. 
 

 SPEECH: Martin Luther King Jr. Paul’s Letter to American Christians, 1958. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-HfpVySfKA. 

 
 
 
25. Sexuality and Race 
 
Historical study of the intersection between race and sexuality encompasses several projects. Some 
of this work is recuperative; it seeks to uncover the lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

https://heritage.statueofliberty.org/oral-history-library
https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/123.2.393
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020202177
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph019271008
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph020515333
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/oxfaleph000516627
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-HfpVySfKA
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queer, and questioning people of colour, which have often been neglected or covered up. Another 
theme of this scholarship is how sexual identity has taken on political meaning in different historical 
contexts. Saidiya Hartman, for instance, employs an approach she calls ‘critical fabulation’ to 
imagine what queer Black women’s lives might have looked like beyond the small traces in the 
archive, and in what ways their sexuality was a mode of resistance to compulsory heterosexuality. 
The rise of gay liberationist movements in the 1970s and 1980s joined Black Power as a target of 
conservative backlash. Gay rights activist often drew inspiration from the long history of civil rights 
protest, and even made use of civil rights statutes in lobbying for change. However, the two 
movements did not exist in complete harmony, and elements of the gay rights movement were 
often racist, just as elements of the Black power movement were renowned for being homophobic. 
 

 Lesbian Herstory Archives. ‘Audre Lorde Audio Visual Collection’. 
http://herstories.prattinfoschool.nyc/omeka/exhibits/show/audre-lorde. 
 

 Hartman, Saidiya V. Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments: Intimate Histories of Riotous 
Black Girls, Troublesome Women and Queer Radicals. London: Serpent’s Tail, 2019. 
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021675136. 

 
 Mumford, Kevin J. ‘The Trouble with Gay Rights: Race and the Politics of Sexual Orientation 

in Philadelphia, 1969-1982’. The Journal of American History 98, no. 1 (June 2011): 49–72. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41509049. 

 
 FILM: Singer, Bennett, and Nancy Kates. Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin, 2003. 

(NB This film tells the story of Bayard Rustin, a key strategist of the 1960s civil rights who 
largely existed outside of the limelight due to his being an openly gay man. In the 1970s, he 
transitioned into the gay liberation movement.) 

 

http://herstories.prattinfoschool.nyc/omeka/exhibits/show/audre-lorde
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021675136
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41509049
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